
 Whoo’s News   

 

May 14, 2021 

 
Important Grad Information: 

Grads! Please fill out this form ASAP so that our counselors know what to say when you cross the stage. This can 
only be filled out using the students' Google account: https://forms.gle/mSgpM9LeqyZCr3ZR6 

We are collecting baby photos and photos of grads in their formal wear to include in our virtual ceremony on June 
24. Grads, please submit photos to the two assignments on the Grad Information Google Classroom ASAP.  

Parents and guardians, please help us by ensuring that your grad has signed up for a stage-crossing 
time for June 5-6. More information can be found here:  
http://kssgrad.weebly.com/commencement-new.html 

 

Please Mark Your Calendar: 
May 21 Term 7—Quarter 4 ends 

May 24 Victoria Day - No school 

May 25 Term 8 - Quarter 4 begins Day 1, Block 4/2 (Group B) 

May 25 First session of Sexual Health Education for Grade 10’s (second session June 9) 

It is with mixed feelings that we will be saying goodbye to Kelowna Secondary School Vice-
Principal, Mr. Ryan Mansley.  As of July 1, 2021, Mr. Mansley will be moving to Mount Boucherie 
Secondary School as Vice-Principal. We would like to take this opportunity to express our  
gratitude to Mr. Mansley. 
  
Mr Mansley arrived at KSS in September 2006, as a young energetic social studies teacher.  He 
taught at KSS as a social studies teacher for 10 years.  In 2016, Mr. Mansley moved into Admin-
istration at KSS as a new Vice-Principal and has been a strong and dedicated school leader for 
the past 5 years.    Mr. Mansley' s hard work and thorough attention to detail, along with his 
warm, caring ways have been appreciated by the students, staff, and parents.  We will miss Mr. 

Mansley's presence in the halls and his tremendous support for the Owl Community.   
  
Mr. Mansley is looking forward to the new challenges and learning opportunities.  We wish him all the best and are 
excited for his new adventure as Vice-Principal at Mount Boucherie Secondary School. 
 
At this time, we would like to welcome Mr. Mike Kormany to Kelowna Secondary  
School.  Mr. Kormany has started within School District #23 in 1999 as a Science/Math  
teacher.  In 2007, Mr. Kormany spent 10 years as Vice-Principal at OKM.  His most  
resent assignment has been Vice-Principal at Watson Road Elementary School.   
Throughout his career, he has focused on guiding students to achieve personal,  
social and academic success through compassion and understanding.  Mr. Kormany's  
strength is the relationships that he builds with students, staff and parents.   
Mr. Kormany has indicated that he is looking forward to a new challenge and is excited  
to be part of the OWL COMMUNITY. 
 



Dear Grade 12 students and parents of KSS: 
 

Regarding Prom and Grad Walk 
 
It is with heavy hearts that we message you today to for-
mally end all prom activities for our 2021 grads.  We have 
been waiting patiently, hoping that our world would open 
up to the extent that we could host some form of prom 
ceremony for our students, but this hasn't happened.  Not 
only is the province strictly limiting get- togethers, but the 
Delta Grand is not currently hosting any events. 
 
Unfortunately, a traditional grad walk, whether indoors or 
at a city-owned facility, requires a permit from the City of 
Kelowna. Due to the pandemic, events like this are not 
permissible with current restrictions. We understand how 
the perception of informal gatherings, even in cohorts, is 
appealing, but from a logistical perspective we need to 
consider that crowds do attend these events, which is also 
not permissible under the Provincial Health Officer’s 
guidelines for the foreseeable future. Additionally, the 
school cannot be responsible for the gathering of groups 
at other locations either. While we would do our best to 
ensure social distancing measures were followed by grads 
and their guests, we cannot guarantee it.  
 
As a school, we are deeply saddened by this.  Prom is a 
time when students come together and share experiences 
from their school years and say goodbye to one anoth-
er.  We know that this is an event that students look for-
ward to for years and we understand the loss this repre-
sents. 
 
We will move forward with our commencement ceremony 
plans which will take place in-person here at KSS on June 
5-6 with limited capacity, and will be streamed for all grads 
and families on June 24.  We continue to plan online  
activities for our grads and encourage them to participate 
in these fully. 
 
Sincerely, 
Your KSS Grad Team 

 
KSS PAC Executive Board 2021-22 

At the PAC Annual General Meeting on May 
11th, the following executive were elected: 

Co-Chairs -Sarah Marriot & Susan Zimmermann 
Treasurer- Janet Dillon 
Secretary – Cat Marrs 
Academic Chair - Iryna Storozhuk 
Applied Skills Chair - Belkis Toredi 
Athletic Chairs - Lori Raible 
Fine Arts Chair - Abbey Westbury 
Student Support Chair - Liz Jonas 
Indigenous Chair – Maureen O’Hanley Doucette 
COPAC Co-Representatives – Valary Chidwick & 
Miriam Desjardins 



 

 

 

Ultimate Frisbee practices begin this week on 
Wednesday morning, and Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoons.  These sessions are open to all students in 
Grades 10-12.  

Ultimate is a fun sport and KSS has always formed a 
strong program. This year will look a little different as 
we are restructuring our sessions in order to follow 
COVID protocols. You can expect to do a lot of throw-
ing and a bit of running and hopefully have some 
laughs.  

Students must sign up in order to attend a session as 
we are only able to accommodate 16 students  
per session.  

 
If you are interested, please sign up here: https://
www.kssowlsathletics.com/2021-spring-sports.html  

Fun with Margett’s Science 10 EVs 



Attention: Jazz Band Parents, and Students, 

 

I am pleased to let you know the Grade 10 Jazz students 
are on fire and hungry for as much music as they can  
manage!! Thank you for entrusting them in my care as 
much as you do. 

There are 2 summer camps, I would recommend. One is in 
person, and one is online only, as it is in Sitka, Alaska and 
we cannot go there this year. Many of my students in the 
past have gone to Sitka and a few did their online last year. 
They will all tell you this camp is amazing, they learned so 
much and it was incredibly inspiring. The VSO Camp is 
equally fantastic. The VSO sign up just opened. There 
numbers are very limited this year so if you are interested, I 
would not wait to sign up or the lower mainland students 
will take all the spots within a day or so. 

Below are the links to both camps. I promise the investment 
is worth it! If you have any questions or concerns, please 
email me at sheila.french@sd23.bc.ca. 

https://vsoschoolofmusic.ca/program/summer-jazz-
workshops/ 

https://www.fineartscamp.org/sitka-jazz-workshop.html 

Thank you and have a wonderful weekend! 

  

Sincerely, 

Sheila French 
Music Director 
Kelowna Secondary School 




